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WHY MISSIONARIES FAVOR UNION 


It would demonstrate the gospel’s power of reconciliation. 
Disunion hinders missions. 

It is a. positive step toward world evangelization. 

Present cooperation justifies it. 


The future challenges our best work and our fullest re- 
sources. 


(See page 5) 


“Spiritual unity must be made manifest, and so manifest as to be an irresistible argument for the divine 
mission of Christ: ‘That the world may know that thou didst send me.’ ””—CHarLEs R. ERDMAN. 


“A unity which is not apparent can have no effect on the world, but must needs be as a candle under a 
a bushel, which gives no light, nay, ceases to be a light, and goes out.” —A. B. BRUCE. 


“The world opens its eyes in wonder at a community in which peace and concord prevail, saying, Here 
is something out of the common course—selfishness and self-will rooted out of human nature; nothing 
but a divine influence could thus subdue the centrifugal forces which tend to separate men from each 
other.” —A. B. Bruce in The Training of the Twelve. 











Letters to the Editors 





Prayers in Oklahoma for Greater Union 





Presbyterians Are One 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Congratulations on your church paper 
union. 

We in Oklahoma are praying for a 
greater union—that of the Presbyterian 
family. Through my ministry there has 
come to me a truth that has thrilled my 
soul. We of the Presbyterian family are 
not to be one in the future, we are “one,” 
now. Here in Oklahoma we Presbyterians, 
U. S., are few in number. We are the weak- 
est U.S. border synod. Yet we are not 
afraid of union with a much larger group 
in our synod. These men are our brothers 
in Christ and in the Reformed tradition 
now! These men know our Lord and 
serve Him with a passionate devotion. 
I would count it a privilege to be one 
with them in name as I am now in Christ. 

When union comes in Oklahoma we will 
have little to add in number, but much 
in usefulness in the Kingdom. We will 
receive more than we can give. We 
covet for the Assembly on a larger basis 
what we have found to be true at first 
hand, a fellowship in love with our broth- 
ers in the USA and United Churches here 
that knows no barriers. 

H. Harotp WELLS. Jr. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Nashville Members “Applaud” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Apparently you have not been fully in- 
formed as to the action of Nashville Pres- 
bytery in regard to the report of Mr. 
R. S. Reynolds, printed in the December 
20 issue of THe OvutiooK. You say that 
“members of the presbytery stood and 
cheered.” You thereby convey the im- 
pression that the presbytery as a whole 
was in complete agreement with the senti- 
ments expressed by Mr. Reynolds. It is 
possible that a few individuals stood and 
applauded the report, but I do not re- 
member any demonstration that would 
justify the statement: “members of the 
presbytery stood and cheered.” 


The truth of the matter is that follow- 
ing Mr. Reynolds’ report a motion was 
made that it be sent to Tuk OvrLook for 
publication. This motion carried but not 
without opposition. The attention of the 
Presbytery was called to the fact that 
such action might be construed as putting 
the Presbytery on record as favoring 
union prior to the actual vote on the issue. 
Presbytery then reconsidered its action 
and rescinded the motion. This, of course, 
was not binding upon Mr. Reynolds as to 
what he might do with the report as an 
individual, It simply eliminated the pres- 
bytery from the picture until such time 
as presbytery would vote on the actual 
issue of union. It appears to me that you 
are trying to do what presbytery sought 
to keep from having done.* 


*NOTE—We are “trying to do” nothing 
but publish what was reported to us. As 
for the concluding paragraph above, noth- 
ing Mr. Reynolds suggested is in viola- 
tion of the fact which Mr. Llewellyn 
stress. Mr. Reynolds did not send us his 
statement.—Eds. 
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Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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As to the report of Mr. Reynolds, let 
me add that he is a splendid Christian 
gentleman and faithful elder. He has 
every right to hold to the views expressed 
in his report. I thoroughly agree with his 
feeling that some of the opponents of 
union are contending for a particular 
theological viewpoint and that they con- 
stitute a serious threat to the peace and 
unity of our church. But again, as in a 
previous letter, I appeal for fairness in 
this whole matter of union. Not all op- 
ponents of union belong to the same 
camp. There are ministers and elders in 
our church who do not want to be identi- 
fied with the position of some who are 
opposing union. They have no thought of 
doing anything but abiding by the will of 
the majority. They are embarrassed by 
the ridiculous charges of some ardent 
opponents of union. But still they must 
be true to their honest convictions and 
vote those convictions regardless of the 
company in which it places them accord- 
ing to undiscerning minds. 

Ratpu M. LLEWELLYN. 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


Session Is Opposed 
To Tur OUTLOOK: 

The Session of West End Presbyterian 
Church, Hopewell, Virginia, at its regular 
meeting on Sunday, December 5, 1954, 
voted unanimously to go on record as 
opposing the present plan of union of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., the United 
Presbyterian Church, and the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A. 

By order of the Session, I am convey- 
ing this information to you for publica- 
tion. 

Tuomas R. BLOUNT. 
Hopewell, Va. 


Chattanooga Action 
To Tur OUTLOOK: 

Although we believe in a spiritual unity 
of all those who are in the Body of Christ, 
regardless of denomination, race, or geo- 
graphical location, and although we re- 
joice heartily in the Christian faithful- 
ness of our brothers in Christ wherever 
they may be, we, the session of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., believe most sincerely that the 
cause of Christ’s great kingdom can best 
be furthered in the hearts of men by the 
continuation of our beloved Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. (Southern), which is now 
making the greatest testimony in her 
history of the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
We believe that an absorption of our 
beloved church into a larger body will 
bring about a lessening of spiritual unity, 
a diversification of basic ideals and be- 
liefs, and therefore a diminution of Chris- 
tian fervor and a grieving of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Therefore, Be it Resolved that the Ses- 
sion of the First Presbyterian Church, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., wishes to make it 
known that this Session does not favor 
union with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and the United Presbyterian 
Church. Further be it resolved that this 
church urge the Knoxville Presbytery, 
of which the First Presbyterian Church 
is a member, to oppose the plan for such 


a union. Further be it resolved that this 
resolution be published in the church bul. 
letin and be sent to the church papers 
of our Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

JaMEsS L. Fow Le, Moderator. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Reunited Since 1918 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

At the annual officers’ meeting of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Maysville 
December 6, one subject brought to the 
attention of the group was that several 
U. S. presbyteries have recently voted 
against the unification of the three 
branches of the Presbyterian Church in 
1955. 

The 22 men present voted unanimously 
that a communication be sent that states 
our deep conviction that we are all Pres- 
byterians by choice and beliefs; there- 
fore, each church and individual member 
can best be served by church union. 

We want to state also that the U. S. 
Church in Maysville reunited with our 
church in 1918. We believe this was a 
help in making a greater witness for 
Christ and a stronger church. No serious 
problems have ever been encountered 
from this reunion. 

WILiraM C, ADArR. 
Maysville, Ky. 


Missouri Laymen 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

We, a group of Presbyterian laymen 
of the U.S.A., U.S., and U.P. Churches, 
meeting Thursday, December 2, 1954, at 
the First Presbyterian Church of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, feel that in the light of 
past Northwest Missouri intra-church en- 
deavors, such as: 

Joint Presbytery Meetings 

Joint Synod Meetings 

Joint Student Work at Columbia, Mis- 

souri 

The Presbyterian Children’s Home at 

Farmington, Missouri 

Summer Youth Camps 

Men of the Church Meetings 

That in the light of these past pleasant 
associations of the three churches, we 
strongly urge on all Presbyterians every- 
where the union of the Presbyterian 
Church so that the blessings of past asso- 
ciations may come to full fruition in the 
future and to the glory of God; 

And, we who are laymen of Northwest 
Missouri Presbyterian Churches are re- 
solved to carry still further our pleasant 
cooperative endeavors, always leading 
toward the day of the union of the Pres- 
byterian family. 


(Signed by 20 laymen from eight 
churches.) 
Thompson and Foreman 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

May I tell someone how much your 


publication helps in the preparation of 
Sunday school lessons and monthly Circle 
Bible Lessons? ... . Dr. Thompson and 
Dr. Foreman reach more people than 
they know by their ministry. They are 
God-guided men and I thank Him for the 
opportunity of reading their printed 
words. .... 
Mrs. D. W. Hanson, JR. 

Tyler, Texas. 


Dr. Foreman is being heard weekly on 
the Sunday School of the Air over 120 
radio stations. Ask for it in your com: 
munity. 


t Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
eek, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 
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Government Leaders 
Take Part in Annual 


Communion Service 


Presbyterian Moderators and 

Elders Preside in Washington 

WasHINGTON, D. C.—(RNs)—Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and other government 
leaders attended the annual service of 
prayer and communion at the National 
Presbyterian church here marking the 
opening of Congress. 

Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
headed the group of distinguished Pres- 
byterian elders who served communion 
to the worshippers in the crowded sanc- 
tuary, as leaders of the three major 
Presbyterian bodies in the United States 
joined with Edward L. R. Elson, pastor 
of the church, in presiding at the service. 

Assisting Secretary Dulles was Sec- 
retary of the Army Robert T. Stevens, 
Senators John C. Stennis (D.-Miss.) and 
Edward Martin (R.-Pa.) and Represen- 
tatives Richard M. Simpson (R.-Pa.), 
John V. Beamer (R.-Ind.), L. H. Foun- 
tain (D.-N. C.) and M. Burnside (D.- 
W. Va.). All are elders in their home 
churches. 

Assisting Dr. Elson were two Modera- 
tors: Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Presbyterian, 
USA; and Wade H. Boggs, U. S.; and 
Pittsburgh-Xenia’s President George A. 
Long, representing the United Presby- 
terian Moderator. 

Nearly 200 members of the new House 
and Senate attended. Invitations had 
gone out to all members regardless of 
denominational affiliation. 


Prayer for Hammerskjold 


The worshippers heard Dr. Elson offer 
not only the usual prayers for the Presi- 
dent and for success of the deliberations 
of Congress, but a special prayer for 
success of the mission of United Nations 
Secretary-General Dag Hammerskjold 
who was negotiating in Peiping, China, 
for the release of American prisoners 
held in Communist jails. 

Dr. Elson prayed: 

“We beseech Thee to grant unto him 
(Hammerskjold) and all whom he con- 
sults, high and holy insights, that rela- 
tions between nations may be lifted into 
the spirit of Thy Kingdom and a higher 
way be found for the life of the nations 
on this earth.” 

This was the eighth annual service 
at the National Presbyterian church for 
incoming members of Congress and the 


President Expresses ‘Great Interest’ 
In Proposed Presbyterian Reunion 


WasHINGTON, D. C. (RNs)—Leaders 
of the three major Presbyterian bodies 
in the United States reported to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower on the progress their 
churches are making toward union. 

Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Presbyterian 
Church, USA Moderator; Wade H. 
Boggs, Presbyterian Church, U. S. Mod- 
erator; George A. Long, president of 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary, 
representing Albert E. Kelly, Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America, 
had a 20-minute talk with the President 
at the White House. 

They were accompanied by Eugene 
Carson Blake, stated clerk of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA, and presi- 
dent of the National Council of Churches, 
who informed President Eisenhower 
about his recent tour of American mili- 
tary installations in Korea. 

Also with the Presbyterian leaders were 


William H. Kepler, moderator of the 
Presbytery of Washington City, and Ed- 
ward L. R. Elson, pastor at National 
Presbyterian church here, which the 
President attends. 

The delegation said they told Presi- 
dent Eisenhower “something of the 
strength and attitude of our churches in 
these troubled times” and discussed with 
him the progress toward union. They 
reported that the President showed great 
interest in the union plans. 

The General Assemblies of the three 
churches approved a union plan at their 
1954 annual meetings. However, the 
proposed merger must still be approved 
by a sufficient number of presbyteries. 

The Presbyterian officials made their 
visit to the White House on the day be- 
fore they presided at the annual com- 
munion service, before the opening of 
Congress, to which official Washington 
is invited. 


MODERATORS CALL ON MINISTERS 
TO TAKE A CLEAR STAND ON UNION 


Seven former Moderators of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., General Assembly have 
sent a letter to the more than 3,000 min- 
isters of the church. 

In the letter they make appeals which 
have often been heard before, stressing 
the importance of prayerful study and 
a discussion of the issues involved. But 
they also do something else—they call on 
all ministers to declare their own posi- 
tions on the subject. 

“This is a time, we believe,” the letter 
states, ‘“‘when all ministers should speak 
forth in the name of Christ, the Head of 
the Church, and tell our congregations 
where we ourselves stand. In this way, 
our members will know the reasons for 
our own votes, and we shall fulfill our 
duty ‘to have oversight of the flock of 
Christ . . . to be prudent and wise and 
an example to the flock, and to govern 
well in the house and kingdom of Christ.” 





executive departments. A proposal by 
the Washington Federation of Churches 
(OvuTLOOK, Jan. 10) that the service be 
made interdenominational with partici- 
pation by all major Protestant groups 
will be studied by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA. 


The letter makes no mention of it, but 
it is thought to reflect a widespread con- 
dition in which many pastors have not 
declared to their own people how they 
stand on union, though all tests show 
that ministers are overwhelmingly in 
favor of union. The seven Moderators 
also appear to be encouraging the pastors 
to give the kind of leadership to this 
movement that they give to any other 
important task before the church. 

Signers of the letter include the present 
Moderator, Wade H. Boggs of Atlanta; 
John R. Cunningham, Davidson, N. C.; 
Charles L. King, Houston, Texas; Wal- 
ter L. Lingle, Davidson, N. C.; Donald 
W. Richardson and Ben R. Lacy of 
Richmond, Va.; and Frank W. Price, 
Lexington, Va. 

The letter also urges that the discus- 
sions on the floor of the presbyteries “may 
be kept free from all bitterness, ‘person- 
alities,’ pride and prejudice . . . so that 
not only the final decision but also the 
way in which we reach it may glorify 
God our Father and inspire the church 
in the next chapter of its life.” 

Ministers are urged to pray, in con- 
nection with the choice of elders who will 











represent their Sessions at presbytery, 
“that men of sound judgment, wise speech 
and faithful devotion to the church may 
be chosen; men who will vote in the light 
of the best information they can obtain 
and after serious study and prayer.” 
These men, say the Moderators, “should 
not be bound or instructed how to vote 
by either Session or congregation.” 

Althcugh all seven Moderators who 
sign the letter declare their own support 
of union, they say they “would not pre- 
sume to advise” the other ministers how 
they should vote. Instead, they encourage 
pastors not only to take an open stand 
on the issue but also to “find occasion 
to preach to our people on the Biblical 
principles that should guide our church 
in the important decision before us. We 
could certainly try to make clear the vital 
issues involved and to give counsel and 
help from the Word of Ged.” 


Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


Over Fifty Per Cent A.W.O.L. 
When we said that over 50 per cent of 
all Protestant laymen are absent from 
their pews on Sunday morning a clergy- 
man corrected us and said: “The true 
figure is over 60 per cent.” Here is the 
most serious thing in Protestantism today, 
for these are people who have pledged 
their loyalty to the church. It is all very 
well to strive for more members, but 
more important is a never-ceasing effort 
to enlist for Christ those who have signed 
up but are failing. 


Without Politics. This column knows 
no politics. But it thrills to hear a mes- 
sage from President Eisenhower urging 
believers to join “in a prayer of thanks 
and a plea that, whatever lies ahead, we 
may be strong and courageous and wise 
in the doing of our task in accord with 
the Divine will.” How wonderful it is 
to have in the White House as our leader 
at this crucial time one who takes his 
church membership and his God se- 
riously. 

Again Without Politics. There are 
many good Christians among our Sena- 
tors and Representatives. But not enough 
of them. Too many cheap politicians. 
If only the voters could sense the crucial 
importance of having on Capitol Hill 
men who are sensitive to the things of 
Christ. The desired result will never be 
achieved until voters insist upon candi- 
dates who have clear Christian convic- 
tions. Not enough have them. 

District of Columbia. Washington, 
D. C. is more than a political capital. 
Its residents are fairly representative of 
the nation. At a recent communion serv- 
ice in Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church, 
when 127 new members were received, 
it was noted that they came from 26 
states and from one foreign country. 














Blake Calls, in Pasadena, for 
Revitalized Protestantism 


PASADENA, CALIF. (RNS) — Eugene 
Carson Blake, new president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, warned here 
that ‘‘the typical American religious tra- 
dition and the free society” may fade 
from importance unless there is “‘a revi- 
talization of our Protestant heritage.”’ 

The warning was voiced at a “welcome 
home” dinner given by the Pasadena 
Council of Churches in honor of Dr. 
Blake’s return from a 21-day, 22,000- 
mile tour of American military and naval 
installations in the Far East. 

“The vast majority of the Christian: 
in our nation are Protestants,’ Dr. Blake 
told the 400 persons gathered to greet 
him, “but unless the average Protestant 
church member soon becomes aware that 
our churches must cooperate in councils 
on both the national and local levels we 
Protestant Christians will find ourselves 
increasingly ineffective in American life. 

“The National Council is not an or- 


ganization to increase Christian unity, 
but rather to express the true unity that 
now exists. We must support the coun- 
cil movement with interest and money.” 

He said he had been greatly impressed 
by “the depth and breadth of the think- 
ing” of our top commanders in the Far 
East and that “America is fortunate in 
having men in her military forces with 
interests and skills beyond the techni- 
cally military.” * 

He added that the morale of American 
troops he met on his tour was “fine” but 
that most of them were eager to return 
home. 


His mission to the Orient was _ two- 
fold, Dr. Blake said, one purpose being 
to greet Americans in uniform in behalf 
of the National Council’s 30 affiliated 
communions and the other to confer with 
leaders of Christian councils in the Far 
East “that they and we might rededicate 
ourselves to our joint responsibilities to 
witness effectively in a worldwide con- 
text to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.” 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 

Ben R. Lacy, president of Union Seminary in Virginia; Joseph L. Auten, 

Lakeside church, Richmond, Va.; and Holmes Rolston, editor in chief 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Christian Education. 


SHALL NEVER DIE 


Explain “whosoever believeth on me 
shall never die.” 

AUTEN: These words were spoken by 
Jesus to Martha after the death of Laza- 
rus. He had said to Martha that Lazarus 
would rise, and she said, “I know he 
will rise at the last judgment,” posing the 
question as to what happens in the mean- 
time. Jesus said to her, “I am the resur- 
rection and the life, he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live, and whoever lives and believes in 
me shall never die.” Jesus was simply 
reaffirming the great truth that everlast- 
ing life which he promises comes to the 
believer upon commitment of life to 
Christ and union with Christ, that from 
that time on there is no death for the be- 
liever. Physical death, the grave, is 
simply a part of the process and in one 
sense the gateway through which we 
enter the everlasting gloricus state when 
we will be free from a great many of 
the limitations which we have here. 

Rotston: That is one of the great 
texts of the Bible and at the heart of 
it there is the affirmation of Jesus that 
if we believe in him, when we come to the 
place of physical death, our spirit will 
survive the separation of soul and body. 
Incidentally, the text receives part of its 
authority from the fact that immediately 
after this Jesus proved his power over 
death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 


It gets its final authority from the resur- 
rection of Christ himself. He who has 
risen from the dead can properly claim 
to be the resurrection and the life. 


DEBTS vs. TRESPASSES 
In praying the Lord’s Prayer, some 
forms say “forgive us our debts” and 
some say “forgive us our trespasses.” 
What is the distinction? 


Lacy: I think the principal distinc- 
tion is that those who say “forgive us 
our trespasses” have been taught from 
the Episcopal Prayer Book. ‘The Epis- 
ropal Prayer Book is practically based 
upon the prayer book of Edward VI, 
which was compiled in 1552 and which 
used the word ‘‘trespasses” in the Lord’s 
Prayer. The Greek is ‘“debts”—‘for- 
give us our debts.” Immediately fol- 
lowing that in Matthew there is a pas- 
sage in which Christ says that if we 
forgive not men their trespasses neither 
will the Heavenly Father forgive us our 
trespasses. Now the Anglican prayer 
book, embodying that second part in the 
the Lord’s Prayer, has given wide usage, 
and the Methodists, in growing out of 
the Episcopal Church and also using 
formal prayer more often than some 
others, use the word “trespasse “ instead 
of “debts.” But the accurate translation 
of the passage in Matthew, which is the 
form we use, is “forgive us our debts.” 
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McMULLEN—Most experience, 
most favorable. 


COGSWELL—Fellowship that 
overcomes. 





















LOGAN—Toward world 


evangelization. 


Missionaries Call for Reunion 


More Realistic, Powerful 


In addition to my respect for the Pres- 
byterian, USA, Church as a result of 
personal experiences, I feel very strongly 
that reunion with that body would ex- 
press the wishes of our Master and 
Savior, which should come first of all. 

It would certainly strengthen our stand 
igainst the sin and materialism of the 
day. And it ought to be said that this 
would make more realistic and powerful 
our witness for Christ on the mission 
field. 

J. Letcuton Stuart, China. 
DR. STUART was long a distinguished mis- 
sionary-educator in China. In recent years 
he became widely known as the U.S. Am- 
bassador to China, at the close of his active 
career. He now resides in Washington, D.C. 


Two More Reasons 


Reunion, forming a national Presby- 
terian Church with one Board of World 
Missions, will greatly facilitate the de- 
velopment of Presbyterian churches on 
our mission fields—on the local, presby- 
terial, synodical and national levels. 

In all our fields except Africa, where 
the program has not yet developed to this 
point, it has been found desirable to 
unite the results of our work with those 
of the Northern Presbyterians. This 
has been made difficult by differences in 
policies and practices between the U. S. 
and the USA boards. In China, where 
I served for 35 years, church organiza- 
tion would have been accomplished with 
less friction and more effective coopera- 


DR. McMULLEN was formerly president of 
Hangchow Christian College in China, and 
of Centre College in Kentucky. Following 
the war he was head of the United Board for 
Christian Colleges in China. He lives in 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 
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tion among all concerned if from the be- 
ginning it had been guided by one mis- 
sion board supported by a united church 
over here. 

Reunion is advocated most by those 
who have experienced it most. For more 
than fifty years I have been participating 
in groups wherein Northern and South- 
ern Presbyterians have shared alike as 
students, teachers, directors or presby- 
ters. Never once have I known of a vote 
being split along denominational lines. 
No one ever attempted to “swallow up” 
or “liquidate” another. 

Those whose lives have been enriched 
by this Christian fellowship thank God 
for union. 

R. J. McMUuLLeEN, China. 


Destiny Beckons 


My experience among the churches of 
American and China, convinces me that 
God had a great future for these three 
churches of his, if they unite, in hasten- 
ing the coming of the Kingdom and the 
coming of the King. The New Testa- 
ment points this way. The church is not 
an end in itself. The church that loseth 
her life for Christ’s sake shall find it. 
Church history shows that strict uni- 
formity is impossible. Because a church 
has made sad mistakes in the past is no 
reason for supposing it will repeat those 
blunders. We must leave room for the 
Holy Spirit to work a miracle. Have 
we no faith? This is not to be like a 
shotgun marriage, but a love match. We 


AFTER years of notable service in China, 
and retired, Dr. Brown became the first 
Presbyterian missionary to contract Hansen’‘s 
disease (leprosy). After about a year in 
Carville, La., he was dismissed as completely 
cured some weeks ago. He is making his 
home in Norfolk, Va. 





are wooing, nor forcing, one another. 
Love will be the great solvent. 

We want a blueprint for the future. 
Impossible. No one but God can guar- 
antee the future orthodoxy of even our 
own church. I catch a vision of a great 
church, showing to the world that one- 
ness in Christ Jesus that we profess, in 
which I will feel as ‘close to the Presby- 
terian churches of Oregon as I do to 
those of Virginia. 

“Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion city of our God.” 

FRANK A. Brown, China. 


Bound to Come 


Of course all Presbyterians should 
unite. We should have an American 
Presbyterian Church. I am tired of be- 
ing just Southern. 

Our General Assembly has approved 
it. Our leading preachers want it. Our 


DR. LOGAN served long and with distinc- 
tion in Japan. He was instrumental in the 
early training and conversion of Kagawa, the 
great Japanese Christian. Returning to this 
country, he established churches in Roanoke, 
Va.; Huntington, W. Va.; Lexington, Ky., 
and Nashville, Tenn., retiring only last year. 





Brown—As close to Oregon . 





young people want it. Our Women-of- 
the-Church desire it. 

Union is bound to come. I would be 
ashamed to oppose it. It is a positive, 
progressive step toward the evangeliza- 
tion of the world—a task that demands 
the strength of all. 

Cuar.es A, Locan, Japan. 


Hopes for Union 


I want to express the hope that 
Fayetteville Presbytery* will go on record 
in favor of union. While all of us are 
aware of difficulties which will arise in 
carrying out the plan of union, it is hard 
to see why one would vote against it. 

Here in Brazil we work side by side 
with the USA missionaries, and those won 
to Christ by the U. S. and USA mission- 
aries enter the same church. 

So I for one know not a single reason 
why we should not go ahead with union 
now. Certainly it is coming and I count 
it a privilege to stand up and be counted. 





*DR. CALHOUN, a missionary in Lavras, 
Minas Gerais, is a member of Fayetteville 
Presbytery in North Carolina. 


I wanted to say this since there are 
those who try to make it appear that mis- 
sionaries are against union. 

LAWRENCE G. CaLHoun, Brazil. 


One of Great Hindrances 


I am in favor of the proposed Presby- 
terian union, because I believe one of the 
greatest hindrances to the success of our 
missionary effort is the lack of a spirit 
of unity among the followers of Christ. 
Though there are differences of mission- 
ary policy between the present churches, 
I feel certain that, after a period of ad- 
justment, union would bring about a 
-trengthening of the missionary program 
of the whole church. It would display 
to the world that Christian fellowship 
which is able to overcome divisions 
created by war, sectionalism, and preju- 
dice. 

James A. CoGswELL, Japan. 


MR. COGSWELL, a native of Memphis, 
Tenn., has just completed his first term as a 
missionary to Japan and ig on furlough in this 
country. 


LEADING LAYMEN FOR UNION 


Everett L. Repass 


Confronted with such an important 
decision affecting the church, all of us 
should seek very earnestly and prayer- 
fully for divine guidance as we under- 
take to act in accordance with his will. 

I believe it would be pleasing to our 
Lord and Savior if the three Presbyterian 
bodies should become one. I am sure, 
however, that others who have just as 
sincerely undertaken to ascertain God’s 
will are opposed to union. While re- 
specting the right to oppose, I am dis- 
turbed by what some of them are saying 
about their Christian brethren in the 
other branches of the Presbyterian 
Church and by the effort they are making 
to create dissension among our own 
people and division between ministers 
and ruling elders. 

I am convinced we can render a greater 
and a more efficient service, particularly 
in the border synods, as a united church; 
that our witness will be more convincing 
to those outside the church and we will 
be putting into practice what we profess 
to believe about forgiveness, brotherhood 
and Christian love. 

Believing that union is right and that 
it is inevitable, it is my prayer that it 
may be accomplished now so we may get 
back to the real work of the church and 
spare our young people the necessity of 
having to do what we should have done 
for them. And make no mistake, if we 
don’t, they surely will. 





MR. REPASS, former president of the As- 
sembly’s Men’s Council of the U. S. Church, 
is an official of the Norfolk and Western 
Railway, Roanoke, Va. 


Robert E. Kell 


My positive reasons for favoring the 
carefully-worked-out plan of union are 
as follows: 

I. In the beginning we were a united 
church with a common heritage, a com- 
mon faith, and a common mission. Even 
the years of separation resulting from 
an unfortunate civil conflict have not 
fundamentally changed or altered those 
basic concepts. Realizing that our original 
oneness centered around a gospel of love, 
forgiveness and reconciliation, it seems 
preposterous that we cannot again become 
a united Presbyterian family. 

II. We, in the Southern Church, know 
full well that there are and have been 
great differences in the history, the points 
of view, and the temperaments of the 
people who make up our Sessions, pres- 
byteries and synods. Yet, while this is 
obvious, the fact remains that these same 
Sessions, presbyteries and synods through 
their different points of view and ex- 
periences have contributed to the spiritual 
strength of the whole and we have main- 
tained an over-all unity. It is my sincere 
belief that there are no greater differences 
between the three churches considering 
union, than there are within our Southern 
Church. Therefore, I am convinced that 
union will produce an even greater spirit- 
ual strength than we now possess as sep- 
arated churches. 

III. Finally, as we see a divided, con- 





MR. KELL is an elder in Central church, 
Bristol, Va. He was the speaker at the Elder’s 
Breakfast at the 1954 meeting of the U. S. 
General Assembly. A former mayor of Bris- 
tol, he is head of the Mary Grey Hosiery 
Mills. 


fused and frustrated world, are we not 
convinced that we shall be a greater 
spiritual witness united than divided? 
Let us not forget that the world knows 
why we are divided—knows the separa- 
tion basically was due to civil war, strife 
and contention. United, this same world 
will know why—it will know union was 
consummated through a gospel of love, 
forgiveness and reconciliation. In our 
world this witness is badly needed. More 
than the need is the fact that originally, 
as a united church, we were commis- 
sioned by our Lord to be a witness unto 
him. 


Halbert M. Jones 


It is only here in this event in time, 
this fraction of eternity, that the church 
is and will be divided. When the roll is 
called up yonder, as some day it surely 
will, I, for one, will wish to be recorded 
as one who here on this earth sought to 
bind up the wounds in the Body of Christ 
and to bring together in a great Presby- 
terian Church our divided family of 
Christ. 


MR. JONES, a Laurinburg, N. C. elder, is 
president of Waverly Mills and vice-president 
of Morgan-Jones Company. 


T. E. Veitch 


I am for union of the three branches 
of the Presbyterian Church now consid- 
ering such a move. In union there is 
strength. In the face of increasing ma- 
terialism and worldliness, as well as the 
danger of a spreading Communism, we 
need to be as strong as possible. United. 
our chances of standing are much better 
than if we are divided. 


Union with the other two branches of 
Presbyterianism completely captivates 
me because I believe we have much to 
give that will help and strengthen them 
in Christ, as well as much to receive from 
them that is of him. 

I was raised in the USA church and 
spent the first half of my life in that 
communion before becoming a member of 
the U. S. church. Frankly, I see no dif- 
ference. The fundamental beliefs of 
Presbyterianism were taught me there 
just as we teach them. We are all of the 
same heritage. My father’s parents came 
to this country in their youth from Scot- 
land, direct from the Presbyterian Church 
there. We are all Presbyterians; we 
should be together. 

It is my hope that this issue will be 
definitely settled in 1955 and that we 
can all work together with all our re- 
sources for the Kingdom, instead of 
spending so much time and money on 
this issue. May God’s will be done. 











MR. VEITCH is an elder of the Starkville, 
Miss., church. He is district salesman of the 
Ralston Purina Co. 


THD PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





A 


it tl 
this 


Chi 
app 
The 
of | 
whc 
thre 


one 


pos 
stit 
chu 
But 
71¢ 
chu 


wol 
onl} 
pert 
1% 

V 
divi 


chui 
for | 


A. 

\ 
that 
app 
unit 
Pla 
tims 

1 


can 
9 


Visi 
to r 
us 
of i 
uni 
3 
sion 
are 
eacl 
can 
pros 
soli 
4 
mar 
hav 
ther 


ot 
ter 
d? 
Ws 
ra- 
ife 
rid 
vas 
Ve, 
yur 
ore 
ly, 
1is- 
nto 


me, 
rch 
] is 
rely 
ded 
t to 
rist 
sby- 


of 


r, is 
dent 


ill be 
it we 
ir re- 
d of 
ay on 


- 


kville, 
of the 


LOOK 





A. Van Pritchartt 


Those against union say we who favor 
it threaten to split the church. Perhaps 
this should be said the other way around. 

We now have three Presbyterian 
Churches with the ratio of membership 
approximately 71%, 21% and 8%. 
Those who favor union want the three 
of them to become one church. Those 
who oppose union are for carrying on the 
three separate divisions. 

Suppose union is voted with almost 
one-fourth of the Southern membership 
in opposition, and suppose all in op- 
position do the unfortunate thing of con- 
stituting themselves a “continuing 
church’”—granted, an unhappy result. 
But even then, instead of three churches, 
71%, 21% and 8%, we would have two 
churches divided 94% and 6%. 

Of course, not all who oppose union 
would constitute a “continuing church”; 
only a handful threaten, and the final 
percentages would likely be 99% plus, 
1% minus. 

Who, then, would be responsible for a 
division ? 





church, Memphis, Tenn.; and general agent 
for an insurance company. 


A. Walton Litz 


When we have a common cause we find 
that in ‘Union There Is Strength.” ‘This 
applies to our church. We need to re- 
unite now. Therefore, I am for the 
Plan of Union that is before us at this 
time. 

1. We need to be a national church. We 
can better serve our country in that way. 

2. The conditions that caused our di- 
vision no longer exist. Now is the time 
to reunite the church. The plan before 
us has had many years of study back 
of it and we should have no fears about 
union. 

3. We can do a better job in our mis- 
sionary program over the world if we 
are united. The objective is the same for 
each denomination but I feel a better job 
can be done if we are all backing the one 
program and can present to the world a 
solid front. 

4. I was a member of the USA Church 
many years ago and feel that we should 
have no fears about joining hands with 
them in our united work. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO UNITE— 
IN UNION THERE IS STRENGTH. 


MR. LITZ, an elder of Second church, Little 
Rock, Ark., is active in many responsible serv- 
ices to the church-at-large. He is an in- 
surance broker. 








Statements supporting union 
by other seminary presidents 
appeared here earlier — Dr. 
Lacy of Union Seminary, Va., 
Nov. 1; Dr. Richards, Colum- 
bia Seminary, Nov. 29. 
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SEMINARY PRESIDENTS 


Three Distinct Gains 
By DAVID L. STITT 


I favor union because in it I see three 
distinct spiritual gains: 

1. It exalts our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ is my Savior and Lord. The ties 
that bind me to him—and in him to all 
others to whom he is also Savior and 
Lord—should be stronger than any other 
ties or lovalties (Matt. 10:37; 13:46-50). 
Through coming together we magnify 
him. We place our loyalty to him and 
our unity in him above all else. 

2. It strengthens the church. A divided 
church is unknown in the New Testa- 
ment. The Apostle Paul asks, ‘Is Christ 
divided?” (I Cor. 1:13) The church is 
composed of many members in one body 
(I Cor. 12:12) and these’ members are 
subject to the one Lord Jesus Christ as 
the Head of the body (Eph. 1:22-23). 
Our Presbyterian divisions are “warring 
members” of the body. Union brings 
them together under the Headship of 
Christ. 

3. It convinces the world. Jesus said, 
“By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other” (John 13:35). To the world, 
our Presbyterian divisions are a clear 
lack of love. Union gives reality to our 
often fervent claims; it demonstrates to 
the world that we are Christ’s disciples. 
DR. STITT is president of Austin (Texas) 


Seminary, now on sabbatical leave, studying 
in Scotland. 


The Will of Ged 


By FRANK H. CALDWELL 

Along with others, the supreme reason 
for which I believe in Presbyterian union 
is the conviction that such a union is in 
accord with the will of God. 

In the New Testament, wherever there 
is divisiveness, disharmony, the party 
spirit, or other such expressions of a lack 
of unity in Christ among Christians, it 
is condemned as unworthy. And wher- 
ever in the New Testament there is a 
picture of the church as it should be, 
it is a picture drawn in terms of com- 
munity, fellowship, and oneness in 
Christ. 

When to their faith in the same Lord 
Jesus Christ is added the same confession 
of that faith and essentially the same 
form of government among Presbyterians 
—U.S., USA, and U. P.—I can see no 
sound reason for perpetuating these di- 
visions in the Presbyterian family. We 
should be one in the fullest sense, “that 
the world may believe.” 


DR. CALDWELL is president of Louisville 
Seminary, a united institution of the U. S. 
and USA Churches. He is also chairman of 
the General Assembly’s Committee on Co- 
operation and Union. 





@ Professors of Theology 
Austin Seminary 


In this desperate hour, with our nation 
commissioned to world leadership, noth- 
ing less than a closing of the ranks and 
united Presbyterian witness can meet 
the need that is before us both at home 
and abroad... . 

It is strange that many whose alle- 
giance to Holy Scripture is unimpeach- 
able fail to carry through the implications 
of this truth in the church’s life and wit- 
ness today. . . . Even our Lord’s prayer, 
“that they all may be one,” is twisted 
into a prooftext for perpetuating our sep- 
arations. ... 

The time has come for us to re-realize 
our Biblical and Reformed heritage. . . . 

—James I. McCorp. 


Columbia Seminary 


.. . For those of us who are thinking 
of the significant question of union with 
other branches of the Reformed Faith, it 
is . . . difficult to escape from our past. 
It is of the very nature of the Reformed 
conception of the church to seek oneness 
and wholeness in the Body of Christ... . 

James Walker quotes an eminent lead- 
er of the seventeenth century who said, 
“Our Presbyterian principle is that a 
Christian should part with what is dear- 
est to him in the world to redeem the 
peace and unity of the church; yea, that 
nothing can warrant or excuse it but the 
necessity of shunning sin.”. . . 

Have we lost our great heritage in this 
respect that we should prefer to remain 
isolated from the hundreds of thousands 
of Presbyterians in our nation who con- 
stitute the two bodies we hope to unite 
with in the near future? 

—FEeE ix B. Gear. 


Louisville Seminary 

. . . First and last, it is the church’s 
business to make Christ known in this 
world, not by talk alone but by living 
Christ. Whatever be our ideals of unity, 
what the world sees is our practice, not 
our dreams. A divided church witnesses 
to a divided Christ; to put it bluntly, a 
divided church witnesses to what is not 
true. The burden of proof rests 
always on those who shrink away from 
unity in visible fact, not on those who 
press toward it. 

KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 


Union Seminary, Va. 


. . . The obligation to give organiza- 
tional expression to the unity of the 
church falls with peculiar force upon us 
because of our historic past and because 
we already possess the same doctrinal 
standards and the same form of Presby- 
terian organization. In view of these 
things, I cannot but feel that the burden 
of proof lies upon those who oppose the 
consummation of our proposed union. 

JoHN NEWTON THOMAS. 
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EDITORIAL 
The Draft Catechism 


Two questions and answers from the 
Draft Catechism of the Church of Scot- 
land appear on this page. Others will 
follow from time to time, enabling Amer- 
ican Presbyterians to see the helpful ap- 
proach being taken in this project. 

In submitting the document to the 
church for a two-year period, the Gen- 
eral Assembly points to the passing of 
the Shorter Catechism from any vital 
relationship within the church. It also 
stressed the need for several fundamental 
changes in approach. The language in 
any new formulation is “to be more 
simple and less ‘theological’ than that 
of the Shorter Catechism and, therefore, 
more understandable by the average per- 
son from twelve years of age upward.” 

It is also felt that “a departure must 
be made from the old catechetical method, 
by which question and answer were 
usually learned by sheer memory and 
little attempt was made to explain what 
was memorized. ‘This use of the cate- 
chetical method has unfortunately become 
identified with the word ‘catechetical’ and 
has rightly drawn down upon itself the 
condemnation of modern pedagogical 
judgment. One cannot but agree with 
the opinion of Emil Brunner, for ex- 
ample, that such a method of implanting 
the Faith in the human mind has devas- 
tating effects upon teaching. The or- 
dinary catechism instruction is an edu- 
cational monstrosity.” 

To avoid these hazards, the Assembly’s 
committee offers the catechism as the 
basis for extended study, particularly by 
groups and classes and helpful notes 
follow the formal statements in an effort 
to open up discussion. 

The Assembly is also careful to direct 
the catechism at young people and adults 
—not at children, and it points particu- 
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larly to the advisability of leading church 
officers in a study of its truths or of 
basing sermons upon it for a course on 
Christian doctrine. 

The Assembly makes it clear that it 
has no intention of substituting the Draft 
Catechism for the Shorter Catechism as 
a statement of faith, but rather of using 
it “as a teaching instrument for instruc- 
tion in the main doctrines of the Chris- 
tian Faith.” 

The fact that the 1648 catechisms were 
drawn up by the Church of Scotland and 
taken over bodily by the American church 
makes the new product of great interest 
and importance to us. Indeed, it may 
very well be that we may wish to do the 
same with the Draft Catechism. 

The question deserves to be raised as 
to whether we do not multiply our efforts 
needlessly in many areas, and whether 
we could not, to the advantage of all, 
adopt or adapt a number of aids to in- 
struction or worship which are produced 
by our sister churches. Indeed, the 
Book of Common Worship, drawn up for 
and approved by the Presbyterian, USA, 
Assembly was later endorsed for use by 
the U. S. Assembly, although there are 
several bits of terminology that do not 
apply. It would doubtless have been bet- 
ter to develop the book either jointly 


or in consultation, but the fact that it 
was adopted without previous participa- 
tion in its development underscores the 
possibility here stressed. 

We would all be richer if we could 
share more fully in the good things pre- 
pared and produced by others. 


Freedom's Challenge 

Areas in which civil liberties and basic 
freedoms are under attack are amazingly 
emphasized in the 34th annual report 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
The current report is called, America’s 
Need: A New Birth of Freedom. 

Major section of the report deals with 
“Freedom of Belief, Speech and Associa- 
tion,” and one of its principal divisions 
is “Religion and Conscience.” 

To be sure, the investigations come in 
for their full proportion. 

Patrick Murphy Malin (no Roman 
Catholic) who is the able director of the 
ACLU, points, in his report, to the con- 
tinuing challenge. “The answer,” he 
says, “‘can never be given once and for 
all. It must be worked-out piecemeal, 
always carefully and often painfully, in 
each new act of circumstances.” 

This volume at 50 cents is worth hav- 
ing. It may be secured from the ACLU, 
170 5th Ave., New York 10. 


From Scotland's Draft Catechism 


EDITORS’ NOTE—The Church of Scotland, through its Youth Com- 
mittee, is now studying a proposed catechism (with. notes). It will be 
revised following the period of study ending in May, 1956. Mean- 
while American Presbyterians will be interested in this document. 


TEACHING ON MAN 


1. Question: 
Answer: 


Who created the world ? 
God created the world. 


This is one of the earliest questions 
asked by a child. The only answer, at 
once the most simple and the most pro- 
found, is “In the beginning God. ee 
The Source of all things is not a material 
Force but a living personal Being. Gene- 
sis 1 is only one of many places where 
Scripture proclaims God as the Lord who 
made heaven and earth. (See Psalm 46:6; 
104.) 

God’s creative work goes on continu- 
ally; new things and creatures are con- 
stantly being brought forth, for the world 
he made is a productive and reproduc- 
tive world. Genesis 1:24, 28. Out of its 
fulness he sustains all he has made. 

The truth to grasp is that this is God’s 
world and he is constantly at work in 
its movement and life (John 5:17; Psalm 
145). Note two points: (1) There are 
not two eternal principles, God and Mat- 
ter, but one living God from whom all 
things derive their being; (2) The Bible 
nowhere attempts to give a scientific ac- 
count of the world, in our modern sense 
of the word, but to proclaim that the 
world owes it existence and sustenance 
to the creative activity of God. 


2. Question: For what purpose did 
God create the world? 
Answer: God created the world to 


be a dwelling place for his crea- 
tures. 


See Isaiah 45:18: “He hath established 
the earth, he created it not in vain (i.e., 
to no purpose, but), he formed it to be 
inhabited.” Modern science has told us 
more fully than was possible to the bibli- 
cal writers, of the long course of this cre- 
ative process. But the point to note is 
that the higher creatures and man are 
not the result of a blind evolutionary 
movement of material forces but that 
the Creator who initiated and guided the 
process had a deliberate end in view. 
The Bible teaches that all was made by 
God for man’s sake and that God’s pur- 
pose is that man should be not merely 
the product but the master of Nature. 
This is the significance of Genesis 1:28- 
30 and of Psalm 8. 

Chiefly because of its inexhaustible re- 
sources in earth and sea and air, because 
of the regular laws of seed-time and har- 
vest, changing seasons, day and night, 
etc., this world is fitted to be a place of 
habitation for living creatures, and espe- 
cially for man. (See Psalm 104 through- 
out.) Jesus said of sparrows, “Your heav- 
enly Father feedeth them... .” (See Mat- 
thew 6:32.) We live in a world where the 
material conditions for a full and happy 
life abound; on the other hand, the un- 
godly abuse of the earth’s resources 
brings terrible misery (Psalm 115:16). 


Next—Who are we among God’s crea- 
tures ? 
THB PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Footnote to Romans | :8-17 


THE SIMPLE WORDS COME FIRST 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE Letter to the Romans is popular- 

ly considered to be one of the harder 
books of the New Testament to under- 
stand. ‘Theologians have claimed it for 
a long time as a kind of special preserve, 
so much so that many a plain Christian 
s willing to leave it to the theologians. 

As a matter of fact, it was not written 
to high-brows, but to plain Christians 
working for their living in a crowded 
big city. The dreaded obscurity of the 
book was certainly not Paul’s intention. 
Part of it is due to poor translation. 
Reading Romans for the first time in a 
modern English translation is a delight- 
ful experience, and in itself saves hours 
of labor with commentaries. Part of the 
obscurity, however, comes from the fact 
that Paul the writer is dealing with ideas 
and truths that are not altogether simple. 
If you are describing atomic fission, or 
the policies of the Wilson administration, 
or even the human heart-beat, you can’t 
lo it in words of one syllable. 

Many Christians are like children who 
don’t want to go beyond the fourth grade 
and want all the libraries of the world 
boiled down so that any fourth-grader 
can read all about everything. It should 
not be surprising or discouraging that 
the higher ranges of Christianity call for 
some real effort to understand them. 

OWEVER, Paul was too shrewd a 

teacher to present truth blunt-end 
first. In his letter to the Romans he 
intends to discuss some difficult and com- 
plicated matters. He will use some hard 
(and sometimes slippery) words. But 
he does not begin with them, nor end 
with them. It is encouraging to see how 
the simple words come first. There may 
be words hard to understand in this 
letter, but not these. Look over a few. 
(1:8-17) 

“T thank God,” he says. A theologian 
can make this sound very puzzling, and 
some philosophers can make it almost 
sound impossible. But any ordinary per- 
son can understand it, and millions have 
done it. Thankfulness is a universal, 
simple human experience. People who 
feel grateful don’t run to a psychologist 


DR. FOREMAN, an associate editor of The 
Outlook, has been professor of theology at 
Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary since 1947. 
Before that he was pro- 
fesscr of Bible and phi- 
losophy at Davidson Col- 
lege, serving there for 
25 years. He has writ- 
ten lesson helps for 
many groups in both the 
U.S. and USA Churches. 
He is the author of 
From This Day Forward, 
Thoughts About a Christian Marriage; God's 
Will and Ours (Faith, Foreordination and 
Freedom) and other works. 
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to ask how it is possible. If you have 
never felt grateful, your dog has; you are 
not even a good animal; and if you have 
never felt grateful to God than you have 
missed a really human experience. 

Does Paul’s religion make him feel 
grateful? Then it can’t be entirely mys- 
terious. And also it must be something 
worth having. 

So with other words sprinkled through 
these sentences. ‘God whom I 
serve. ” (A favorite thought with 
Paul, by the way.) Service is not too 
hard to understand, is it? 

“Gospel” may be a word now become 
so technical, so much of a Sunday-word, 
that the reader forgets what a simple, 
happy word it was at the ‘beginning of 
Christian time. It just means good news. 
The Christian religion, as has been often 
said and as often forgotten, is not a set 
of ideas, at its heart and start; it is a 


story. ‘“‘We’ve a story ...asong...a 
message... a Savior”... to tell and to 


sing and to show to the nations; but no 
lectures to give, first of all! 

“In my prayers making request... .’ 
Prayer presents problems to theologian 
and philosopher; but it is not necessary 
to have the problems solved before we 
can pray. The Christian religion begins 
and lives by prayer. It is here we are 
all as little children. Paul does not save 
back all reference to prayer until he 
reaches the loftier stages of his letter; 
he brings it right in to the get-acquainted 
paragraphs. 

“That I may be encouraged by meeting 
you, I by your faith and you by mine.” 
(Moffatt) It is more than hinted here 
that the Christian religion is not an exalt- 
ed esoteric private affair, a flight from 





You will want copies of the 


Draft Catechism 
of the 
Church of Scotland 


These will be available as soon as 
a new and special edition can be de- 
livered. 

This 80-page booklet offers the best 
kind of guidance in stating Christian 
beliefs in the language of today. It 
also affords excellent help for discus- 
sion groups and Sunday school elec- 
tive units on Christian doctrine. 

Orders are being received now for 
earliest possible delivery. 25¢ each. 


Exclusive American Distributor 
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the alone to the Alone. Paul knew that 
God is not man, and he had no illusions 
about the best of men; but his faith did 
not feed upon God alone. He knew that 
his faith would be stronger after he 
came to know the Roman Christians 
whom he first knew only by name and 
reputation. Friendship—a deep word to 
be sure, but a simple one; here it is, im- 
plied in these first sentences of Paul's 
great letter. 


PACE iails to review all the other 

plain and simple words or ideas fill- 
ing these few lines;—‘f.uit” (i.e., re- 
sults), “I am ready,” “I am_ not 
ashamed,” “power,” “believe.” By the 
time Paul reaches his first really difficult 
thought, “a righteousness of God from 
faith unto faith,” he has already attracted 
sympathetic attention. If the simplici- 
ties are so sweet and strong, the reader 
thinks, it will pay us to be patient with 
the difficulties. 

There is a thought here not only for 
the plain Christian, who reads few books 
and owns fewer still. There is a thought 
for the bookish man and woman, the 
preacher with years of higher education 
behind him, the woman who never teaches 
a class until she has read at least three 
commentaries on the lesson. When these 
speak of Christ and the Christian faith, 
let the simple words come first. Of all 
the curtains that hide God’s Light from 
the eyes of man, none is darker than the 
many-folded drapery of sophisticated 
minds. 
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Church Holds Special 
Service for Legislators 


TRENTON, N. J. (RNS)—A _ special 
service was held at First Presbyterian 
church here on Tuesday, Jan. 11, the 
day that the state legislature convened. 

Among those invited to attend were 
Governor Robert Meyner, his cabinet, 
members of the State Supreme Court and 
legislature, and New Jersey’s U. S. Sen- 
ators and Representatives. 

The service invoked divine guid- 
ance for the state government and all 
those in the public service during the 
new year. Similar services have been 
held for the past five years at the church, 
which was designated some time ago as 
“The Capital Church of the Synod of 
New Jersey of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A.” 


Templeton Urges Wider 
Stewardship Conception 


SPRINGFIELD, O. (RNS)—Evangelists 
and church stewardship officials must 
win people ‘‘not only to Christ but to 
the total Christian community,” Charles 
B. Templeton, former full-time evange- 
list for the National Council of Churches, 
told the semi-annual meeting of the 
Council’s Joint Department of Steward- 
ship and Benevolence here. 

“A man cannot be a Christian simply 
by giving to the church or by learning 
a religious creed; he must put his life in 
God's hands,” Dr. Templeton said. “If 
the evangelist seeks simply to fill 
churches and convert masses of people 
and the steward seeks only to build a 
bigger and better church, both have mis- 
construed their callings. 








THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you can also 
receive a safe, generous and assured income for life— 


beginning now. 


Your gift purchases a regular annuity for you and, 
depending on your age, you may receive up to 7% on 
your investment semi-annually—regardless of prevail- 
ing business conditions. The principle later goes to the 
spreading of Christianity throughout the South. People 
of all ages with large or small incomes may enjoy this 


plan. You'll want more details. 





“Facing the Future with Your Money 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET .... for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341 -B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Dept. A-1 Atlanta, Ga. 





“It is not the goal of evangelism to 
produce Bible-thumping, arm-flailing 
preachers whose only job is trying to win 
converts. Nor is it the goal of steward- 
ship merely to seek money and materials 
for the church. Both must be concerned 
with winning the total personality of the 
individual to the Lordship of Christ.” 

Dr. Templeton is secretary of the divi- 
sion of evangelism of the Presbyterian, 
USA, Board of National Missions. 

Other speakers at the meeting included 
Arthur H. Limouze, radio speaker on 
stewardship who recently returned from 
a trip through Europe and the Middle 
Kast. 

Dr. Limouze said he had found con- 
siderable progress in the stewardship 
movement in Europe, particularly Ger- 
many, and added there is hope for the 
formation of a World Stewardship Fel- 
lowship. 


Protestant Programs 
Weak on Local Level 


Sr. Louis, Mo. (RNS)—Protestantism 
does much better with its programs at top 
levels than at the grass roots, a Congre- 
gational area institute on social action 
was told here. 

“At the top of our ecclesiastical struc- 
ture,’ said Herman Reissig of New York, 
“we Protestants are doing a good job in 
applying our forces to international rela- 
tions, race relations, economic life, and 
education. Our weak point is in the local 
church. And if we are weak there, we 
are weak, period.” 

Mr. Reissig is a specialist in interna- 
tional relations for the Council for Social 
Action of the Congregational Christian 
Churches. 
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“In most churches,” he said, “women’s 
organizations are the most effective agen- 
cies for education in Christian social ac- 


major meetings in key national centers 
during the early part of 1955, it was 
announced here. 
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tion. Men’s clubs are not as effective.” 


Plan Three Meetings of 
Presbyterian U.S.A. Men 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—Rapid expan- 
sion of the National Council of Presby- 


terian Men since its founding 


has led its officials to schedule three 


Reporting that the organization now 
has 2,400 chapters with a total constiu- 
ency of more than 400,000, officials said 
it has become so large that a single an- 
nual meeting—as has been the previous 
practice—is no longer feasible. 


The first of the three meetings will 
be held at Sacramento, Calif., Feb. 11- 
13, the second at New York, Feb. 25-27, 


in 1949 








and the third in Chicago, March 18-20. 

Arrangements for the meetings are 
being made by Paul Moser of New York, 
executive secretary, and David Cassat 
of Dubuque, Ia., national president. 
Theme of the meetings will be, “Is Thy 
God Able?” 

Dr. Moser said preparations are being 
made for the training throughout the 
denomination of some 400 discussion 
leaders for an expanded program of 
“talk-it-over” groups. 





Forward 
with Christ 








New church members, new churches, more mission- 
aries, more children in Sunday school, greater 
consecration within the family, greater zeal for 
spreading the Gospel, are aims of the FORWARD 
WITH CHRIST movement. This three-year pro- 
gram begins this month throughout our Church. Vi- 
tally important to the other FORWARD WITH 
CHRIST goals are these Higher Education goals: 
more students in Presbyterian colleges, 600 new 
candidates for the ministry, and 600 new candidates 
for full-time Christian service. 


If our Church is to grow, it must have these trained 
leaders which only our colleges and seminaries can 
provide. 


























It is imperative that we support these institutions with our prayers and our 


gifts and that we present to young people the unique 
Presbyterian colleges. 








opportunities of our 





‘SENIOR COLLEGES 
Agnes-Scott 

Wallace M. Alston, Pres. 
Decatur, Ga. 

Arkansas 

Paul M. McCain, Pres. 
Batesville, Ark. 

Austin 

John D. Moseley, Pres. 
Sherman, Tex. 

Belhaven 

R. McFerran Crowe, Pres. 
Jackson, Miss. 

Centre 

Walter A. Groves, Pres. 
Danville, Ky. 

Davidson 

John R. Cunningham, Pres. 
Davidson, N.C 

Davis and Elkins 

David K. Allen, Pres. 
Elkins, W. Va. 

Flora Macdonald 
Marshall Woodson, Pres. 
Red Springs, N. C 
Hampden-Sydney 

Edgar G. Gammon, Pres. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King 

R. T. L. Liston, Pres. 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Mary Baldwin 

Charles W. McKenzie, Pres. 
Staunton. Va. 

Montreat 

J. Rupert McGregor, Pres. 
Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian 

Marshall W. Brown, Pres. 
Clinton, S. C. 

Queens 

Edwin R. Walker, Pres. 
Charlotte, N. C, 
Southwestern 

Peyton N. Rhodes, Pres. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman 

Sam Burney Hay, Pres. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster 

William W. Hall, Pres. 
Fulton, Mo. 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees Junior 

Robert G. Landolt, Pres. 
Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae 

Fletcher ga Pres. 
Banner Elk, N. Cc. 
Mitchell 

John Montgomery, Pres. 
Statesville, N. C. 


tence 
Wm. C. res. Pres. 
Raleigh, N. 


nde ‘Juater 
Louis C. LaMotte, Pres. 
Maxton, N. C 

Schreiner 

Andrew Edington. Pres. 
Kerrville, Tex. 





THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 


Austin 
Columbia 
Louisville 
Union 


Assembly’s Training School 
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David L. Stitt, Pres. 

J. McDowell Richards, Pres. 
Frank H. Caldwell, Pres. 
Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr., Pres. 


Austin, Tex. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville. Ky. 
Richmond, Va. 


Charles E. S. Kraemer, Pres. Richmond. Va 


PRESBYTERIAN 
EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE SOUTH 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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RADIO & TV 


Missionaries Begin 
Korean Radio Broadcasts 

On December 15 at 6 P.M. a new radio 
voice was heard in both North and South 
Korea, HLKY, the “Radio Voice of 
Christian Korea.” ‘This Christian radio 
station is the first privately operated sta- 


tion to be granted a permit by the Repub- 
lic of Korea. 

Station HLKY is a joint project of the 
Korean National Christian Council 
which represents the four largest Churches 
in Korea: Presbyterian, Methodist, Holi- 
ness and Salvation Army, and the follow- 
ing missions: Methodists; U.S.A., U.S., 
and Australian Presbyterian; United 
Church of Canada; and the Oriental 
Missionary Society. E. Otto DeCamp, 


HONESTY 


in Church Building Fund Campaigns 





hon’es-ty n. Truthfulness; freedom from fraud, 


deceit. Syn. Honor, integrity. 


Honesty is a prime requisite of every church building fund 
effort. It is a Christian characteristic. The word accurately 
describes the relationship which exists between church and 
member, between member and minister, between Christians. 


In church fund-raising, honesty involves a completely above- 
board approach to every member. It mean, such things as 
selecting one justifiable objective and sticking to it. That one 
goal, the amount which the church needs to accomplish its 
building plans, is sought by all the members, by all com- 


mittees, by all official boards. 


There cannot be two goals, one announced and the other 


hidden, in an honest campaign. 


Honesty in church fund-raising means the selection of a 
truthful financial goal, sought with perseverance and a reverent 
feeling of stewardship by one and all. 





KETCHUM, INC. 


Campaign Direction 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING, PITTSBURGH Ig, PA. 
500 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
CARLTON G. KETCHUM, President * NORMAN MAC LEOD, Executive Vice President 
MC CLEAN WORK, Vice President ¢ H. L. GILES, Eastern Manager 


Member American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel 





CENTRE COLLEGE 





Founded 1819 


“Excellent academic program, healthy Christian emphasis, 
well-prepared faculty, and excellent student-faculty relation- 
ship” (Quoted from Winter’s Survey, 1952) 
Send for illustrated booklet. 
Walter A. Groves, Ph.D., President 


Danville, Kentucky 





Presbyterian, USA missionary is director 
of the station. Korean Christians and 
missionaries are working side by side. 

The station is broadcasting six hours 
each day, from 6:30 to 8:00 in the morn- 
ing and from 6:00 to 10:30 at night. 
Korean language programs feature gospel 
messages, Bible class and a wide range 
of cultural and religious subjects, with 
music, both religious and classical, con- 
stituting at least half the program mate- 
rial. In response to “the passion among 
students to learn English,” 30 minutes 
each week-night is devoted to teaching 
English. Hour-long religious services in 
English, are broadcast on Sunday, chiefly 
for the benefit of the thousands of Amer- 
ican soldiers still in Korea. 

The sponsoring bodies are planning to 
put hundreds of pretuned battery re- 
ceivers in country areas and ROK army 
units, thereby increasing materially the 
number of listeners. Radio is the only 
channel open for a Christian witness in 
North Korea. 

Running expenses will amount to about 
$29,000 a year. Five thousand dollars 
has already been pledged toward these 
expenses by the Korean Church. The 
first pledge of $5.00 was received from 
the Sunday school children of the Yun 
Dong Presbyterian Church in Seoul. 


Religious Radio-TV 
Workshops Are Listed 


Workshops for people responsible for 
religious radio and television have been 
announced by the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches as follows: 


Feb. 6-10, Cincinnati, Ohio: Division 
of Christian Education meeting. 
Feb. 14-17, Annual ministers’ con- 
ference, Grand Island, Nebraska. 
Feb, 21-25, Wisconsin institutes. In- 
formation: 308 Washington Bldg., 

Madison 3. 
Feb. 28-Mar. 4, Children’s Workers TV 
Workshop. 

April 11-15, Protestant Radio Center, 
Atlanta, Ga., radio-TV workshop. 
April 18-22, Texas institutes. Informa- 
tion: 504 W. 24th St., Austin, Texas. 
April 25-29, Florida Institutes. Informa- 
tion: Professor T. M. Wakefield, Uni- 

versity of Florida, Gainesville. 

May 16-20, Iowa institutes. 

July 25-Aug. 5, International workshop, 
New York, N. Y. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools, Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A.and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business course. Preparatory 
department with llth, 12th grades. 
Veterans. Moderate charges. Scholar- 
ships. Self-help. 

Second semester begins January 24, 1955 


Louis C. LaMotte, M.A- 
Th. D., D. D., President 


Box 38-R, MAXTON, 














NORTH CAROLINA 
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MAN’S NATURE AND NEED 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 30, 1955 
Genesis 1:26-31; Romans 3:23; Hebrews 2:6-9 


What is man? Here are the answers 
given by four modern materialists: Ac- 
cording to the first, man “is an ape who 
chatters to himself of kinship with 
archangels, while filthily he digs for 
ground nuts.” According to another, 
“Man is a sick fly taking a dizzy ride 
on a gigantic flywheel.” Says a third, 
“Man’s life has no more meaning than 
that of the humblest insect which crawls 
from one annihilation to another.” And 
the fourth declares that men are but 
“tiny lumps of impure carbon and water, 
of complicated structure, with somewhat 
unusual physical and chemical proper- 
ties, who crawl about for a few years 
until they are dissolved again into the 
elements of which they are compounded.” 

This was the view of man taken by 
the Nazis, and it explains those hells on 
earth where thousands of men were shov- 
eled into furnaces and their body fats 
made into soap. That is the view of man 
accepted by the communists and it ex- 
plains their wanton disregard of the 
rights and dignity of the individual. The 
view one takes of one’s self and the view 
one takes of mankind as a whole makes 
a vast degree of difference. If man is 
nothing but a combination of chemicals, 
then the rights of men as individuals can 
be ignored, one can abandon all moral 
obligations or erect one’s own standard 
of morals. That is exactly what many 
of our contemporaries have done, and 
that is one reason why we stand today 
on the brink of disaster. The United 
Nations may in time contain the Russian 
menace, but civilization will not be built 
on secure foundations until it has recov- 
ered or accepted a truer view of man, 
the Biblical view. 

But what is the Biblical view of man? 


I. In the Image of God 

The Biblical view of man is set forth 
very clearly in the opening chapt-r of 
Genesis: “God created man in his own 
image.” 

God created man. Man is therefore 
a creature. “Biologically,” it has been 
said and truly, that “he is a biped mam- 





DR. THOMPSON, who writes these weekly 
comments, has done so for 30 years. He 
has been a professor at Union Seminary (Va.) 
since 1922, head of the department of church 
history since 1924, and a widely popular 
Bible teacher and speaker. Now the co- 
editer of this paper, he carried it on almost 
single-handedly for some years before the 
Present organization. He is the author of 
several books, including Changing Emphases 
in American Preaching (Stone Lectures at 
Princeton Seminary), The Sermon on the 
Mount and its Meaning for Today; The 
Changing South; The Gospel of Mark and 
its Meaning for Today and others. 
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mal as easily explicable and as suscep- 
tible to physical and chemical analysis 
as any other of God’s creatures. He is 
totally dependent on the resources and 
processes of the physical universe to sus- 
tain his physical life.” 

But that is not the whole of it. “God 
created man,” we read, “in his own 
image.” But what is meant by the image 
of God? It certainly does not refer to 
a physical image, for God is a Spirit 
and has no material body. Some have 
argued that it applied to man’s rational 
faculties, the powers of memory, of an- 
ticipation and of reason which distin- 
guish man from the rest of the animal 
creation. But the difference here is 
merely one of degree. 

“Others have discovered the image of 
God in the noblest in man’s emotional 
life, his affections and fidelities and ca- 
pacity for self-abnegation. But this iden- 
tification is likewise denied by the pres- 
ence of these same traits—even the noblest 
of them, such as parental concern or 
group loyalty or readiness for self-sacri- 
fice—in almost the whole range of animal 
creation. . . . Still another view finds the 
‘image of God’ in the moral consciousness, 
the categoiical imperative to duty. But 
here likewise there are subhuman antici- 
pations.” 

Even in fish. And certainly in dogs. 
The one distinctive characteristic of man 
which is not shared in any sense with 
the rest of the animal creation is his 
awareness of God as One who calls him 
into fellowship with himself. God created 
man in his own image, i.e., with the abil- 
ity to hear and respond to this divine 
call; he is a man who hears or may 
hear the Word of God, who speaks or 
may speak, with God in prayer, who 
obeys, or may obey him in service. From 
this interpretation, 

“there issues a highly important con- 
sequence. One can formulate it thus: In 
whatever measure God is no longer for 
man really God, in that measure man 
ceases to be really man, and ceases there- 
with to take himself and others seriously 
as human beings. The man who no longer 
lives face to face with God ... sinks into 
subhumanity and inhumanity.” (Fried- 
rich Horst in Interpretation IV. 2) 


“God created man in his own image,” 
we read, “in the image of God created 
he them; male and female he created 
them.” This last clause suggests not 
only that both men and women share in 
the divine image, but also that the divine 
image is best realized in their life to- 
gether, beginning in the home and reach- 
ing out into society, in fellowship with 
God. We do not grow in the divine 
likeness as we live our lives in isolation, 
in solitary communion with God, but 
only as we live with one another and 
for one another, in fellowship with God, 
first in the home and then in the com- 
munity, as the pattern of the home- 
under-God becomes increasingly the pat- 
tern of society-under-God. 

God blessed the first human pair, we 
read in v:. 28, and said, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it.” It seems to be implied that God’s 
blessing is more completely realized as 
man carries out this two-fold obligation. 
First, he is to be fruitful, and multiply, 
and fill the earth. Anthropology, inci- 
dentally, seems to indicate that all men 
have indeed sprung from a single pair. 
We are divided now into different races, 
and we live in different nations but we 
are all brothers under the skin. As Paul 
says in Acts 18: “God has made of one 
every nation of men.” We cannot expect 
to enjoy God’s blessings to the fullest 
until we realize that this is true and 
until we live under the compulsion of that 
belief. 

Second, man is expected to bring the 
earth under subjection. This means that 
he is to develop art, science, industry, 
every activity which will make the earth 
with all its rich resources minister to his 
welfare or enjoyment. He is to exert 
dominion over the creatures and harness 
the tides; he is to conquer nature and 
banish disease. He is not to resign him- 
self to God’s will as though there is 
nothing for him to do, but to exert him- 
self actively to accomplish this God-given 
aim. He is to think not only of the next 
world, but also of this world and seek 
to enjoy the best of both. “God saw 
everything that he made,” we read in vs. 
31, and “behold it was very good.” Other 
religions have taught, and even some 
Christians, that the material world is 
evil rather than good; that is not the view 


of the Bible. The material world is good 





Quarters 1955 

1 Christian Teachings 
(Doctrine) 

2 The Southern Kingdom 
and Its Prophets 

3 Exile and Restoration 
( Jeremiah to Malachi) 

4 Luke’s Story of Our Lord 





INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS 


1956 
Luke’s Story of 
Our Lord (Contd.) 
Luke’s Story of the 
Early Church 
Writings of Faith and Encouragement 
(Hebrews to Revelation) 
Great Passages of the Bible 








13 








and it has been made for the benefit and 
use of man, for all men. Man is to sub- 
due the earth, man as a whole, not a 
single race, or a single class. God’s com- 
mand is not fulfilled, God’s blessing is 
not fully realized, until earth’s resources 
are shared by all, and not merely by a 
favored few. 


il. All Have Sinned 

Genesis 1 describes man’s glory—he 
has been made in the image of God and 
given the proud assignment to “fill the 
earth and subdue it.” In the third chap- 
ter of Genesis and many subsequent pas- 
sages we have set before us man’s tragedy. 
The first human pair sinned and hid 
themselves from the divine presence. As 
a consequence they were barred forever 
from that paradise which otherwise they 
might have enjoyed. The story of Adam 
and Eve is the story of mankind, the 
story of what has happened in every sub- 
sequent age. Paul puts it in a nutshell: 
“All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” 

A generation ago the intelligentsia 
generally were highly optimistic. Under 
the spell of the evolutionary hypothesis 
they regarded man as inherently good. 
Progress ever onward and upward was 
inevitable. War was on its way out. 
We have come to realize in these later 
years that the Bible view is a far more 
realistic one—not superficially optimistic, 
as were so many of our humanists, and 
some even of our theologians, and not 
hopelessly pessimistic, as often charged. 
Man is “inherently” good in the sense 
that he was made in the image of God 
and that God’s voice will forever call 
him into a fuller fellowship with himself 
and through him with his fellowman, 
but men forever fall short of that perfect 
obedience, that complete fellowship which 
alone can enable them to realize the full 
glory for which they were destined. “All 
have sinned, and fall short of the glory 
of God.” This, in a sentence, is the 
history of mankind—from the 
until now. 
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There is no distinction, Paul writes in 
vs. 22. He does not mean that there 
was no difference between the sin of Ger- 
many and of Holland, of Russia and of 
Finland; no difference between Hitler and 
the German peasant lad who carried out 
the orders of his superiors, but that there 
is no difference in the fact that all of us 
are sinners: ‘““There is no distinction, 
since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” The evidence for 
this judgment is found in the world about 
us, but also in our own community, in 
our own home (in so far as it falls short 
of what it might be under God), and in 
our personal lives. 

“All have sinned and fall.” ‘‘This rec- 
ognition,” says Henry Horn, “should 
color all of our efforts with a basic hu- 
mility and comradeship. In the failure 
of another we recognize, but for circum- 
stances, our own.” 

What is this sin, basically, in which 
all of us share—some more, some less? 
Lubbers, writing recently in Interpreta- 
tion (VI, 

“The self as self, personality as person- 
ality, is not a sinful creation since God 
too is a self and a personality. It is the 
self turning within itself and making it- 
self the supreme end of its own existence 
that constitutes sin reduced to its lowest 
common denomination. Sin is the asser- 
tion of the self at the expense of other 
selves or without reference to the Supreme 
Self. .. . The Christian approach toward 
the psychology of human behavior asserts 
the persistent fact of evil in human moti- 
vation and action. This is not to say that 
everything an infant does after drawing 
his first breath is wicked. It does mean, 
however, that human reaction from the 
very first operates from the wrong base. 
Theologians may call this phenomenon 
what they will, but it is psychologically 
characterized by selfishness, egocentric 
behavior and self-aggrandizement. It is 
self-willed opportunism for personal ad- 
vantage without reference to God (Ro- 
mans 1:28-32).” 

“Without reference to God.” Man was 
created in the image of God, with an 
awareness of the Supreme Being who 
calls him into fellowship with himself. 
And his roct sin, the sin from which all 
others are derived, is a repudiation of 
that fellowship, a rejection of that call. 


Ill. We See Jesus 


To understand the Biblical view of 
man we must not only think of man as 
he was created—in the image of God; 
and man as he is—a sinner, who has 
fallen short of the glory of God; but 
also of man as he is destined to be. 

“What is man that thou art mindful 
of him,” the psalmist had asked (8:4-6), 
“or the son of man that thou carest for 
him? Thou didst make him for a little 
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while lower than the angels,” he replied 
to his own question; “thou hast crowned 
him with glory and honor, putting every- 
thing in subjection under his feet.” The 
psalmist did little more than put the 
Genesis ideal in unforgettable verse. 

But the writer to the Hebrews recog- 
nizes, as we also are compelled to do, that 
this ideal has not been realized in prac- 
tice. ‘‘As it is, we do not yet see every- 
thing in subjection to him.” Many things 
have been subjected to him and by him. 
Science and technology have put un- 
dreamed of wealth at our disposal, but 
many things (war, poverty and disease, 
for example) are not yet subject to us, 
and the power we have gained over nature 
confronts us with greater danger than 
ever before. It is our own sinful natures 
that prevent us from entering the earthly 
paradise that our dreams so constantly 
shape. So many things that count are 
not yet subject to us because we have not 
learned to control and subject our own 
selfish impulses. 

We do not see everything subject to 
man, but adds the writer to the Hebrews, 
“We see Jesus... .” 

Heicher in his Meditations for Days 
and Seasons (Harpers) writes: 

“God intended man to have dominion 
over all things. But we see that all things 
are not under the feet of man. And we 
see more than this. Emerson stated the 
matter concisely: 

Things are in the saddle 

And ride mankind. 
Mankind has many riders. 
traffic rides mankind. War rides man- 
kind. Social evils ride mankind. Greed 
rides mankind. The machine rides man- 
kind. We see this... but we see Jesus. 

“What has beholding Jesus got to do 
with evil riding humanity? It has very 
much to do with it. It is impossible to 
see the Christ and then go out and look 
at evil riding man in the world and re- 
main apathetic. You cannot see Christ 
lifted up on the Cross and then go out 
and crucify him afresh by alliance with 
evil.” 

Heicher is right. But the writer to the 
Hebrews had much more than this in 
mind. In Jesus we see man as he ought 
to be, man as he is destined to be; in 
him we find strength to overcome; in him 
we find assurance of ultimate victory. 

We see Jesus crowned with glory and 
honor, not without suffering, be it noted, 
but rather because of his suffering. “We 
see Jesus... crowned with glory and 
honor, because of the suffering of death, 
so that by the grace of God_ he might 
taste death for every one.” ‘ 

Herein is our hope. We have been 
created in the image of God, but we have 
all sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God. And therefore we come right- 
fully under the judgment of Ged. But 
Jesus tasted all the bitterness of death 
—for us. Through him, in spite of our 
sins, we enter into that fellowship with 
God, which neither death nor sin can 
interrupt. 
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BOOK NOTES 


A. M. Hunter’s new book, Interpreting 
Paul’s Gospel (Sprunt Lectures of last 
year), will be published by Westminster 
Press, March 14. Already published by 
the Student Christian Movement in Great 
Britain, the book is given an enthusiastic 
review by Tom Allan in Life and Work 
(Church of Scotland), who calls it “the 
best thing he has written.” The book 
will cost $2.50 in this country. 

* * * 

Macmillan has scheduled for April 
“a brilliant and authoritative picture of 
a great Protestant denomination”— 
American Presbyterianism. Titled, They 
Seek a Country, it is edited by Gaius 
Jackson Slosser. The book grew out of 
a symposium conducted by the Presby- 
terian Historical Society. The fourteen 
writers include K. S. Latourette, John 
A. Mackay, James Hastings Nichols 
and others. ‘‘Eighty-five photographs of 
outstanding Presbyterian leaders supple- 
ment the text." The price will be $4.75. 

_ - 





Macmillan will also publish in April 
a second book by G. Aiken Taylor, now 
of First church, Alexandria, La., St. 
Luke’s Life of Jesus, “retold in modern 
language.” 

* * * 

Scribners will publish Reinhold Nie- 
buhr’s new book, The Self and the 
Dramas of History, in April ($3.75). 

* © 6 

John Baillie, noted Scottish theologian 
and one of the presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, will delight his 
many admirers with a Scribners-publish- 
ed Diary of Readings in March. An 
earlier volume, widely helpful, was A 
Diary of Private Prayer. The new volume 
will be $2.50. 

* * * 

John Knox (Richmond, Va.) publish- 
ing schedule includes: 

Guiding Kindergarten Children 
(Shields) revised by Dorothea G. Mal- 
lard, Feb. 4. 

In Tune With Nature’s Voice (verse), 
Elizabeth McF. Shields, Montreat, N. C.., 
Mar. 1. 

Two Sons, Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Dal- 
las pastor, Mar. 15. 
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A Call to Faith, Rachel Henderlite, 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Va., a study book in connection with 
the Forward With Christ program, Mar. 
1 


Music for the Protestant Church Choir, 
Dwight Steere of Centre College, May 30. 

Meet Your Church, Jos. M. Gettys, 
Dallas minister, spring. 


FOR YOUNGER READERS 


WORSHIP SERVICES FOR TEEN-AGERS. 
By Alice A. Bays. Abingdon Press, New York 
& Nashville. 256 pp., $3. 

Mrs. Bays has prepared several such 
volumes before. They are very helpful 
in developing one’s own services. The 
several sections are: Courageous Lead- 
ers, Abundant Living, Special Occasions 
and others. These titles continue what 
many consider an unfortunate use of 
the word worship as an adjective. 


HE-MANNERS. By Robert H. Loeb, Jr. 
Association Prece, New York. 183 pp., $2.95. 

Subtitled, “Young Man’s Book of Eti- 
quette,” this volume will doubtless be a 
welcome item for many a parent to give 
to a growing young man—or, if it could 
be done without offense, for a girl to give 
a fellow. Many topics are helpfully dis- 
cussed: Dating, eating, dress, driving— 
and weddings. 


NARCISSA AND MARCUS WHITMAN. 
By Ann West Williams. Association Press, 
New York. 151 pp., $2. 

Another in the ‘Heroes of God” series, 
this small book for young people tells 
about the “Martyrs on the Oregon Trail.” 
Many people, young and older, have no 
idea that missionaries in this country 
lived such stirring lives. 


THE WHITE ROSE OF STUART. By Lil- 
lian de la Torre. Thos. Nelson & Sons, 
New York. 214 pp., $2.50. 

This is the story of Flora Macdonald 
two hundred years ago, told for young 
people. Because of the Presbyterian in- 
terest in and indebtedness to Flora Mac- 
donald there will be much interest in this 
volume. 


THE WONDERFUL WINTER. By Mar- 
chette Chute. E. P. Dutton & Co., New 
York. 216 pp., $3. 

A story in the time of Shakespeare for 
younger readers by an author whose 
Shakespeare of London was a Book-of- 
the-Month selection. 


SEPTEMBER MONKEY. By Induk Pahk. 
Harper & Bros., New York. 283 pp., $3. 
This is a story of a young Korean 
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Christian in conflict with centuries-old 
customs and traditions; it is also the 
stirring story of the mother of this young 
Christian. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


For Heretics Only. Thornwell Jacobs. 
The Westminster Publishers, Atlanta, Ga. 
$3.75. 

When Minds Go Wrong. John Maurice 
Grimes. Devin-Adair Co., N. Y. $3.50. 

From Garden to City in Seven Days. 
Agnes Lowry Belvin. Vantage Press, N. Y. 
$2.00. 

Evanston: An Interpretation. James H. 
Nichols. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.00. 

Triumph of Faith. Mildred Long. Reli- 
gion & Health Press, Durham, N. C. 50¢, 
paper. 

The Wonderful Winter. Marchette Chute. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.00. 

Face to Face With India. Roland E. 
Wolseley. Friendship Press. N. Y. $2.50. 

A Christmas Carol. Adapted from 
Dickens’ story by R. J. Cruikshank. Sea- 
bury Press, Greenwich, Conn. 75¢, paper. 

Christmas Story. Enid Blyton. Seabury 
Press, Greenwich, Conn. 75¢, paper. 

The Days of Christ’s Coming. Dorothy 
L. Sayers. Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn. 
75¢, paper. 

David, the Shepherd Boy. Elizabeth 
Goudge. Seaubry Press, Greenwich, Conn. 
75¢. paper. 

Peace of Soul. Fulton J. Sheen. Pocket 
Books, Inc., N. Y. 35¢, paper. 
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SIirTINivgti CAIMAL 


MENTION 


CHANGES 

David Munroe Cory, formerly pastor of 
the Cuyler church, Brooklyn, N. Y., has 
begun his new duties as executive secre- 
tary of the Brooklyn division of the 
Protestant Council of New York, suc- 
ceeding the late J. Henry Carpenter. 

Wilbur Siddons from Catskill, N. Y., to 
7706 Alaska Ave., N. W., Washington 12, 
D. C. 

LeRoy Lawther has just concluded nine 
months service as interim pastor of the 
First church, Greenville, S. C., and has 
become interim pastor of the First church, 
Waynesboro, Va. 

Richard Gilbert from Washington Col- 
lege, Tenn., to 330 Haven Ave., Apt. 4-H, 
New York 33, N. Y. 

Charles K. Douglas, Walterboro, S. C., 
will become pastor of the Bainbridge, 
Ga., church. 

Edward Leroy Long, Jr., minister to 
students at the Virginia Polytechnic In- 
stitute, Blacksburg, Va., became professor 
of philosophy and religion at the same 
institution Jan. 1. 

Vernon Richards, former minister of 
education at St. John’s church, Berkeley, 
Calif., has been appointed by the Presby- 
terian USA Board of Christian Education 
as field director for Nebraska. His office 
is at Hastings College, Hastings, Nebr. 
He succeeds Robert Buzza, now head of 
the Department of Religion at Hastings. 

Dwight A. Nichol, of the Clayton 
church, Denver, Colo., became assistant 
pastor of Grace church, Wichita, Kan., 
Jan. 1. 

Charles C. Griffin, 
has become pastor of 
Golden, Colo. 

James H. Bigelow, has resigned his 
pastorate at the Hillside church, Denver, 
Colo., but continues to make his home 
there. 


SAFE DRIVER 

John McSween, former president cf 
Presbyterian College (S. C.) and of Tus- 
culum College (Tenn.) was recently 
named Safe Driver of the Week in Sa- 
vannah, Ga., where he is serving as in- 
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terim pastor of the First church. His 
award: a month’s free parking in the 
downtown meters and a month’s free 
pass to a theatre. The weekly winner is 
named on the basis of courtesy while 
driving and observing safety rules in 
general. 


LECTURES 

Louisville Seminary’s Centennial Class 
lecturer, Feb. 1-3, will be Nels F. S. Ferre, 
professor of philosophical theology at 
Vanderbilt University. His theme for the 
five lectures: “Christ and the Church.” 

Union Seminary (Va.) speakers during 
the annual Sprunt Lectures Week, Feb. 
28-Mar. 4, include: H. H. Rowley, Man- 
chester, England; James T. Cleland, Duke 
University; Kenneth J. Foreman, Louis- 
ville Seminary; and the inaugural address 
of Frank Bell Lewis. UTS professor of 
Christian ethics. 


DEATHS 

E. Glenn Switzer, 64, pastor of the Bel 
Air, Md., church since 1926, died Jan. 5 
after an illness of almost two weeks. 
Earlier pastorates included Berkeley 
Springs, W. Va., (in the U.S. church); 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Newburgh, N. Y., and 
Baltimore, Md. He was Moderator of the 
Synod of Baltimore in 1941. 


Alex R. Batchelor, 63, director of Ne 
gro work for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., died in Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 8 after 
a long illness. Dr. Batchelor has di- 
rected the Negro work program since 
1947, when it was given separate status 
by the General Assembly, and then when 
it became part of the Board of Church 
Extension. Before that he was on the 
staff of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, serving earlier as regional director 
of the Synods of Alabama, Tennessee and 
Florida. 


Mrs. Royce K. McDonald (the former 
Emma Ruth Siler), died in Norfolk, Va., 
Dec. 21 after a long illness. Mr. McDonald 
is pastor of the Second church of Nor. 
folk. There are two children. Last August 
when she was told that death might be 
anticipated, she spoke to the Women of 
the Church on “A Philosophy for Ad- 
versity,” which has been printed and 
widely circulated. 


TRAVEL 


W. Burton Martin, secretary of the 
audio-visual division of the Presbyterian, 
USA, Board of Foreign Missions, New 
York, is visiting the mission-sponsored 
audio-visual centers in Asia, going on to 
the All-Asia Mass Communication Con- 
ference in Bangkok, Thailand, in March. 
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